In Conjunction with

Visions of the End: Early Jewish and
Christian Apocalypticism
Instructor: Philip Harland
Course description:
This course investigates the origins, development and legacies of apocalypticism within
early Judaism and Christianity. Beginning with the ancient context, we will focus on
understanding: (1) the earliest apocalyptic literature (biblical and non-biblical); (2) apocalyptic
or millenial movements within early Judaism and Christianity; and (3) the apocalyptic worldview, which centres on the notion of God's ultimate intervention in order to destroy evil and
inaugurate an eternal perfect kingdom. As we proceed we will also survey the legacies of
apocalypticism in religious movements, popular culture (including music and film), and artistic
representation to the present day.
Required Books:
-

The Bible with Apocrypha (modern translation such as RSV, NRSV, NIV, NEB,
Jerusalem)
-

The HarperCollins Study Bible. New Revised Standard Version with the
Apocryphal / Deuterocanonical Books.

-

Norman Cohn, Cosmos, Chaos and the World To Come: The Ancient Roots of
Apocalyptic Faith. 2nd edition. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2001.

-

John J. Collins, The Apocalyptic Imagination: An Introduction to Jewish Apocalyptic
Literature. 2nd edition. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998.

Evaluation:
-

Final Exam

Readings
Everyone is responsible for reading works listed for a particular week. Our principal focus will
be the primary or ancient sources; scholarly sources (esp. Collins and Cohn) will help us to make
sense of the primary sources.
SCHEDULE
Unit 1: Introduction & Orientation
Week 1
Introduction: Apocalypticism and the Academic Study of Religion
Film: Apocalypse! (PBS documentary – Available rental from Netflix)
Readings: Cohn, chs. 1-3; Collins, ch. 1
Week 2
Origins of Ancient Apocalypticism: Antecedents and Influences (Near Eastern,
Persian, Greek, Roman, and Israelite)
Readings: "Anzu"; "Hesiod's Theogony 820-885: Myth of Typhoeus and Zeus";
"Zoroastrian Yasna 30"
(http://www.avesta.org/yasna/y28to34b.htm#y30); "Plutarch, Isis and
Osiris 370: Zoroastrian dualism"; Job 38-42; Cohn, chs. 1-5
YASNA 30.
1.
Now I will proclaim to those who will hear the things that the understanding man should
remember, for hymns unto Ahura and prayers to Good Thought; also the felicity that is with the
heavenly lights, which through Right shall be beheld by him who wisely thinks.
2.
Hear with your ears the best things; look upon them with clear‐seeing thought, for decision
between the two Beliefs, each man for himself before the Great consummation, bethinking you that it
be accomplished to our pleasure.
3.
Now the two primal Spirits, who reveal themselves in vision as Twins, are the Better and the
Bad, in thought and word and action. And between these two the wise ones chose aright, the foolish not
so.
4.
And when these twain Spirits came together in the beginning, they created Life and Not‐Life,
and that at the last Worst Existence shall be to the followers of the Lie, but the Best Existence to him
that follows Right.

5.
Of these twain Spirits he that followed the Lie chose doing the worst things; the holiest Spirit
chose Right, he that clothes him with the massy heavens as a garment. So likewise they that are fain to
please Ahura Mazda by dutiful actions.
6.
Between these twain the Daevas also chose not aright, for infatuation came upon them as they
took counsel together, so that they chose the Worst Thought. Then they rushed together to Violence,
that they might enfeeble the world of men.
7.
And to him (i.e. mankind) came Dominion, and Good Mind, and Right and Piety gave continued
life to their bodies and indestructibility, so that by thy retributions through (molten) metal he may gain
the prize over the others.
8.
So when there cometh their punishment for their sins, then, O Mazda, at Thy command shall
Good Thought establish the Dominion in the Consummation, for those who deliver the Lie, O Ahura, into
the hands of Right.
9.
So may we be those that make this world advance, O Mazda and ye other Ahuras, come hither,
vouchsafing (to us) admission into your company and Asha, in order that (our) thought may gather
together while reason is still shaky.
10.
Then truly on the (world of) Lie shall come the destruction of delight; but they who get
themselves good name shall be partakers in the promised reward in the fair abode of Good Thought, of
Mazda, and of Right.
11.
If, O ye mortals, ye mark those commandments which Mazda hath ordained ‐‐ of happiness and
pain, the long punishment for the follower of the Druj, and blessings for the followers of the Right ‐‐
then hereafter shall it be well.
YASNA 31.
1.
Mindful of your commands, we proclaim words unpleasant for them to hear that after the
commands of the Lie destroy the creatures of Right, but most welcome to those that give their heart to
Mazda.
2.
If by reason of these things the better path is not in sight for choosing, then will I come to you all
as judge of the parties twain whom Ahura Mazda knoweth, that we may live according to the Right.
3.
What award Thou givest through the (holy) Spirit and through the Fire and hast taught through
Asha, to both the parties, and what the decision is for the wise, this do Thou tell us, Mazda, that we may
know, even with the tongue of Thine own mouth, that I may convert all living men.
4.
If Asha is to be invoked and Mazda and the other Ahuras and Ashi and Armaiti, do thou seek for
me, O Vohu Manah [1], the mighty Dominion, by the increase of which we might vanquish the Lie.
[1. Boyce: "seek by the best purpose (vahishta manah)..." This is an excellent example of the
continuous juxtaposition in the Gathas of the Amesha Spentas as divinities and things.]

5.
Tell me therefore what ye, O thou Right, have appointed me as the better portion, for me to
determine, to know and to keep in mind, O thou Good Thought ‐‐ which portion they envy me. Tell me
of all these things. O Mazda Ahura, that shall not or shall be.
6.
To him shall the best befall, who, as one that knows, speaks to me Right's truthful word of
Welfare and of Immortality; even the Dominion of Mazda which Good Thought shall increase for him.
7.
About which he in the beginning thus thought, "let the blessed realms be filled with Light", he it
is that by his wisdom created Right. (Those realms) that the Best Thought shall possess those dost Thou
exalt, O Mazda, through the Spirit, which, O Ahura, is ever the same.
8.
I recognize Thee, O Mazda, in my thought, that Thou the First art (also) the Last ‐‐ that Thou art
Father of Vohu Manah; ‐‐ when I apprehend Thee with mine eye, that Thou art the true Creator of Right
[Asha], and art the Lord to judge the actions of life.
9.
Thine was Armaiti, Thine the Ox‐Creator, (namely) the Wisdom of the Spirit, O Mazda Ahura,
because Thou didst give (the cattle) choice whether to depend on a husbandman or one who is no
husbandman.
10.
So she chose for herself out of the two the cattle‐tending husbandman as her lord to guard the
Right, the man that advances Good Thought. He that is no‐husbandman, O Mazda, however eager he
be, has no part in this good message.
11.
When Thou, O Mazda, in the beginning didst create the Individual and the Individuality, through
Thy Spirit, and powers of understanding ‐ when Thou didst make life clothed with the body, when (Thou
madest) actions and teachings, whereby one may exercise one's convictions at one's free‐will;
12.
Then lifts up his voice the false speaker or the true speaker, he that knows or he that knows not,
(each) according to his own heart and mind. Passing from one to another Armaiti confers with the spirit
in whom there is wavering.
13.
Whatever open or whatever secret (acts) may be visited with punishment, or whether a person
for a little sin demands the highest punishment, ‐‐ of all this through Asha Thou art aware, observing it
with Thy flashing eye.
14.
These things I ask Thee, O Ahura, how will these come and happen ‐‐ the dues, that in accord
with the records are appointed for the righteous, and those, O Mazda, for the followers of the Druj, ‐‐
how shall these be when they come to the reckoning.
15.
This I ask, what penalty is for him who seeks to achieve kingdom for a liar, for a man of ill deeds,
O Ahura, who finds not his living without injury to the husbandman's cattle and men, though he does
him no injury.

16.
This I ask, whether the understanding man, who strives to advance the Dominion over the
house, or district, or land through Asha, shall become like Thee, O Mazda Ahura, when will he be and
how will he act?
17.
Which is the greater ‐‐ what the follower of Asha or what the follower of Druj believe? Let him
that knows inform the wise; no longer let him that knows nothing deceive. Be to us, O Mazda Ahura, the
Teacher of Good Thought.
18.
Let none of you listen to the words and commands of the follower of the Druj; for he brings
house and clan and district and land into misery and destruction. Resist them with weapon!
19.
To him should we listen who has understood Asha, to the wise Healer of Life O Ahura, who can
or will establish the truth of the words of his tongue, when through Thy red Fire, O Mazda, the
assignment (of rewards) is made to the two parties.
20.
Whosoever cometh over to the Righteous, far from him hereafter shall be long age of misery
(and) darkness, ill‐food, and crying of woe. To such an existence, ye followers of the Lie, shall your own
Self bring you through your (own) action.
21.
Mazda Ahura by virtue of His absolute Lordship will grant a perpetuity of communion with
Haurvatat and Ameretat, and with Asha, with Khshathra, and with Vohu Manah, to him that in spirit and
in action is his friend.
22.
Clear it is to the man of understanding, as one who has realized it with his thought. He upholds
Asha together with good Dominion by his word and deed. He will be, O Mazda Ahura, the most helpful
helper to Thee.
YASNA 32.
1.
(Zarathushtra) ‐‐ And his blessedness, even that of Ahura Mazda, shall the nobles strive to
attain, his the community with the brotherhood, his, ye Daevas, in the manner as I declare it.
(The Representatives of the Classes) ‐‐ As thy messengers we would keep them far away that are
enemies to you.
2.
To them Mazda Ahura, who is united with Good Thought, and is in goodly fellowship with
glorious Right, through Dominion, made reply: We make choice of your holy good Piety [Armaiti] ‐‐ may
it be ours.
3.
(Zarathushtra) ‐‐ But ye, ye Daevas all, and he that highly honors you, are the seed of Bad
Thought ‐‐ yes, and of the Lie and of Arrogance, likewise your deeds, whereby ye have long been known
in the seventh region of the earth.
4.
For ye have brought it to pass that men who do the worst things shall be called beloved of the
Daevas, separating themselves from Good Thought, departing from the will of Mazda Ahura and from
Right.

5.
Thereby ye defrauded mankind of happy life and immortality, by the deed which he and the Bad
Spirit together with Bad Thought and Bad Word taught you, ye Daevas and the Liars, so as to ruin
(mankind).
6.
The many sins by which he has succeeded in being famous whether by these it shall be thus, this
Thou Knowest by the Best Thought, O Ahura, Thou who art mindful of each person's deserts. In Thy
Dominion, O Mazda, and that of Asha, shall your decision thereon be observed.
7.
None of these sins will the understanding commit, in eagerness to attain the blessing that shall
be proclaimed, we know, through the glowing metal ‐‐ sins the issue of which, O Ahura Mazda, Thou
knowest best.
8.
Among these sinners, we know, Yima was included, Vivanghen's son, who desiring to satisfy
men gave our people flesh of the ox to eat. From these shall I be separated by Thee, O Mazda, at last.
9.
The teacher of evil destroys the lore, he by his teaching destroys the design of life, he prevents
the possession of Good Thought from being prized. These words of my spirit I wail unto you, O Mazda,
and to the Right.
10.
He it is that destroys, who declares that the Ox and the Sun are the worst things to behold with
the eyes, and hath made the pious into liars, and desolates the pastures and lifts his weapon against the
righteous man.
11.
It is they, the liars, who destroy life, who are mightily determined to deprive matron and master
of the enjoyment of their heritage, in that they would prevent the righteous, O Mazda, from the Best
Thought.
12.
Since they by their lore would pervert men from the best doing, Mazda uttered evil against
them, who destroy the life of the Ox with shouts of joy, by whom Grehma and his tribe are preferred to
the Right and the Karapan and the lordship of them that seek after the Lie.
13.
Since Grehma shall attain the realm in the dwelling of the Worst Thought, he and the destroyers
of life, O Mazda, they shall lament in their longing for the message of Thy prophet, who will stay them
from beholding the Right.
14.
To his undoing Grehma, and the Kavis, have long devoted their purpose and energies, for they
set themselves to help the liar, and that it may be said, "The Ox shall be slain that it may kindle the
Averter of Death to help us."
15.
Thereby hath come to ruin the Karapan and the Kavi community, through those whom they will
not have to rule over their life. These shall be born away from them both to the dwelling of Good
Thought.
16.
..., who hast power, O Mazda Ahura, on him who threatens to be my undoing, that I may fetter
the men of the Lie in their violence against my friends.

YASNA 33.
1.
According as it is with the laws that belong to the present life, so shall the Judge act with most
just deed towards the man of the Lie and the man of the Right, and him whose false things and good
things balance (in equal measure).
2.
Whoso worketh ill for the liar by word or thought or hands, or converts his dependent to the
good ‐‐ such men meet the will of Ahura Mazda to his satisfaction.
3.
Whose is most good to the righteous man, be he noble or member of the community or the
brotherhood, Ahura ‐‐ or with diligence cares for the cattle, he shall be hereafter in the pasture of Right
and Good Thought [Asha and Vohu Manah].
4.
I who by worship would keep far from Thee, O Mazda, disobedience and Bad Thought, heresy
from the nobles, and from the community the Lie, that is most near, and from the brotherhood the
slanderers, and the worst herdsmen from the pastures of the cattle; ‐‐
5.
I who would invoke thy Obedience as the greatest of all at the Consummation, attaining long
life, and the Dominion of Good Thought, and the straight ways into Right, wherein Mazda Ahura dwells.
6.
I, as a priest, who would learn the straight (paths) by the Right, would learn by the Best Spirit
how to practice husbandry by that thought in which it is thought of; these Twain of Thine, O Ahura
Mazda, I strive to see and take counsel with them.
7.
Come hither to me, O ye Best Ones, hither, O Mazda, in Thine own person and visibly, O Right
and Good Thought, that I may be heard beyond the limits of the people. Let the august duties be
manifest among us and clearly viewed.
8.
Consider ye my matters whereon I am active, O Good Thought, my worship, O Mazda, towards
one like you, and O Right, the words of my praise. Grant, O Welfare and Immortality, your own
everlasting blessing.
9.
That Spirit of Thine, Mazda, together with the comfort of the Comrades Twain, who advance the
Right, let the Best Thought bring through the Reform wrought by me. Sure is the support of those twain,
whose souls are one.
10.
All the pleasures of life which thou holdest, those that were, that are, and that shall be O
Mazda, according to thy good will apportion them. Through Good Thought advance thou the body,
through Dominion and Right at will.
11.
The most mighty Ahura Mazda, and Piety, and Right that blesses our substance, and Good
Thought and Dominion, hearken unto me, be merciful to me, when to each man the recompense comes.
12.
Rise up for me, O Ahura, through Armaiti give strength, through the holiest Spirit give might, O
Mazda, through the good Recompense [âdâ, offering], through the Right give powerful prowess,
through Good Thought give the reward.

13.
To support me, O Thou that seest far onward, do ye assure me the incomparable things in your
Dominion, O Ahura, as the Destiny of Good Thought. O Holy Armaiti, teach the Daenas about the Right.
14.
As an offering Zarathushtra brings the life of his own body, the choiceness of good thought,
action, and speech, unto Mazda, unto the Right, Obedience, and Dominion.
YASNA 34.
1.
The action, the word, and the worship for which Thou, O Mazda, shalt bestow Immortality and
Right, and Dominion of Welfare ‐ through multitudes of these, O Ahura, we would that thou shouldst
give them.
2.
And all the actions of the good spirit [Spenta Mainyu ‐JHP] and the holy man, whose soul follows
the Right, do ye set with the thought (thereof) in thine outer court, O Mazda, when ye are adored with
hymns of praise.
3.
To Thee and to Right [Asha] we will offer the sacrifice [myazda, i.e. offering] with due service
[veneration], that in (Thy established) Dominion ye may bring all creatures to perfection through Good
Thought. For the reward of the wise man is for ever secure, O Mazda, among you.
4.
Of Thy Fire, O Ahura, that is mighty through Right, promised and powerful, we desire that it may
be for the faithful man with manifested delight, but for the enemy with visible torment, according to the
pointings of the hand.
5.
Have ye Dominion and power, O Mazda, Right and Good Thought, to do as I urge upon you,
even to protect your poor man? We have renounced the robber‐gangs, both demons and men.
6.
If ye are truly thus, O Mazda, Right and Good Thought, then give me this token, even a total
reversal of this life, that I may come before you again more joyfully with worship and praise.
7.
Can they be true to thee, O Mazda, who by their doctrines turn the known inheritances of Good
Thought into misery and woe [usheuru?]. I know none other but you, O Right, so do ye protect us.
8.
For by these actions they put us in fear, in which peril is for many ‐‐ in that the stronger (puts in
fear) (me) the weaker one ‐‐ through hatred of thy commandment, O Mazda. They that will not have the
Right in their thought, from them shall the Good Abode be far.
9.
These men of evil action who spurn the holy Piety, precious to thy wise one, O Mazda, through
their having no part in Good Thought, from them Right shrinks back far, as from us shrink the wild
beasts of prey.
10.
The man of understanding [or good will] has instructed (people) to cling to action of this Good
Thought [Vohu Manah], and to the Holy Piety [Spenta Armaiti], creator, comrade of Right [Asha] ‐‐ wise
that he is, and to all hope, O Ahura, that are in thy Dominion, O Mazda.

11.
And both thy (gifts) shall be for sustenance, even nectar and ambrosia. Piety linked with Right
shall advance the Dominion of Good Thought, its permanence and power. By these, O Mazda, dost thou
bless the foes of thy foes.
12.
What is thine ordinance? What willst thou? What of praise or what of worship? Proclaim it,
Mazda, that we may hear what ordinances Destiny will apportion. Teach us by Right the paths of Good
Thought that are blessed to go in, ‐
13.
Even that way of Good Thought, O Ahura, of which thou didst speak to me, whereon, a way well
made by Right, the Daena of the future benefactors shall pass to the reward that was prepared for the
wise, of which thou art determinant, O Mazda.
14.
The precious reward, then, O Mazda, ye will give by the action of Good Thought to the bodily life
of those who are in the community that tends the pregnant cow, (the promise of) your good doctrine,
Ahura, that of the wisdom which exalts communities through Right.
15.
O Mazda, make known to me he best teachings and actions, these O Good Thought and O Right
the due of praise. Through your Dominion, O Ahura, assure us that mankind shall be capable according
to (Thy) will.

Week 3
Origins of Ancient Apocalypticism: Antecedents and Influences (cont'd)
Norman Cohn's Cosmos, Chaos, and the World to Come
Readings: Ezekiel 37-39 and Isaiah 24-27 (Bible); Cohn 6-8
Unit 2: Earliest Jewish Apocalypses
Week 4
Book of Daniel: "Historical" Apocalypse
Readings: Daniel 2, 7-12 (Bible); Collins, ch. 3; Cohn, ch. 9
Week 5
Literature Associated with Enoch: Otherworldly Journeys
Readings: 1 Enoch 1-36; Genesis 5:21-24 (Bible); 6:1-8; Collins, ch. 2, 6; Cohn,
ch. 10

Unit 3: Developments in early Apocalypticism (Jewish and Christian)
Week 6
The Apocalyptic Community at Qumran: Dualism and the Final Cosmic Battle
Readings: "Community Rule" (1QS), columns 1-5, "The War Rule," and "The
Heavenly Prince Melchizedek"; Collins, chs. 4-5
Week 7
Apocalypses Responding to the Destruction of the Temple (70 CE): 4 Ezra
Readings: 4 Ezra = 2 Esdras 3-14 (in the Apocrypha of the Bible); Collins chs. 7
Week 8
Apocalypticism in Earliest Christianity: Jesus and Paul
Readings: Mark, especially chapter 13; 1-2 Thessalonians, esp. chs. 4-5; 1
Corinthians, especially chs. 7, 15; Collins, ch. 9; Cohn, ch. 11
Week 9
John's Apocalypse
Readings: Revelation (esp. chs. 1-3, 13-22); Sibylline Oracles 3.350-380; 4.103192; 8.110-215.
Week 10
Readings: Collins, ch. 8; Cohn, chs. 12-13

Unit 4: More on Modern Legacies of Ancient Apocalypticism
Week 11
Legacies: Documentary film on Waco and the Branch Davidians
Readings: Robbins and Anthony, "Sects and Violence" and TBA
Week 12
Legacies: Apocalypticism in modern film (Twelve Monkeys, The Matrix)

Week 13
Final Exam

______________________
Potential question areas for Final Exam
What connections or innovations are evident in relation to ancient apocalypticism?
The Phrygian movement (Montanism) (2nd century)
Joachim of Fiore's apocalyptic worldview (12th century)
The figure of the Antichrist in the middle ages (medieval)
Münster as the New Jerusalem (16th century)
John Nelson Darby and the doctrine of the rapture (19th century)
Hung Hsiu-ch'uan's "Heavenly Chronicle" and the Taiping rebellion (19th century)
Antonio Conselheiro and Canudos in Brazil (19th century)
Children of Peace in Toronto (19th century)
Millerites (19th century)
Jehovah's Witnesses (20th century)
Hal Lindsey's Late Great Planet Earth (20th century)
Jonestown (1970s)
Heaven's Gate in USA (1990s)
Order of the Solar Temple in Quebec and Switzerland (1990s)
Aum Shinri Kyo in Japan (1990s)

Readings for Visions of the End course
Contents:
•
•
•

Hesiod, Theogony 820‐885: Myth of Typhoeus and Zeus
Plutarch, Isis and Osiris 370: Zoroastrianism dualism
1 Enoch, chapters 1‐36 (Book 1)

______________________________________________

Hesiod, Theogony 820885: Myth of Typhoeus and Zeus
Translation by Hugh G. Evelyn-White, Hesiod, The Homeric Hymns, and Homerica (Loeb
Classical Library; Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1914). (public domain). Adapted
from the transcription at: http://omacl.org/Hesiod/hymns.html
lines 820-868
But when Zeus had driven the Titans from heaven, huge Earth bore her youngest child
Typhoeus of the love of Tartarus, by the aid of golden Aphrodite. Strength was with his hands in
all that he did and the feet of the strong god were untiring. From his shoulders grew an hundred
heads of a snake, a fearful dragon, with dark, flickering tongues, and from under the brows of his
eyes in his marvelous heads flashed fire, and fire burned from his heads as he glared. And there
were voices in all his dreadful heads which uttered every kind of sound unspeakable; for at one
time they made sounds such that the gods understood, but at another, the noise of a bull
bellowing aloud in proud ungovernable fury; and at another, the sound of a lion, relentless of
heart; and at another, sounds like whelps, wonderful to hear; and again, at another, he would
hiss, so that the high mountains re-echoed. And truly a thing past help would have happened on
that day, and he would have come to reign over mortals and immortals, had not the father of men
and gods been quick to perceive it. But he thundered hard and mightily: and the earth around
resounded terribly and the wide heaven above, and the sea and Ocean’s streams and the nether
parts of the earth. Great Olympus reeled beneath the divine feet of the king as he arose and earth
groaned thereat. And through the two of them heat took hold on the dark-blue sea, through the
thunder and lightning, and through the fire from the monster, and the scorching winds and
blazing thunderbolt. The whole earth seethed, and sky and sea: and the long waves raged along
the beaches round and about, at the rush of the deathless gods: and there arose an endless
shaking. Hades trembled where he rules over the dead below, and the Titans under Tartarus who
live with Cronos, because of the unending clamour and the fearful strife. So when Zeus had
raised up his might and seized his arms, thunder and lightning and lurid thunderbolt, he leaped
from Olympus and struck him, and burned all the marvellous heads of the monster about him.
But when Zeus had conquered him and lashed him with strokes, Typhoeus was hurled down, a
maimed wreck, so that the huge earth groaned. And flame shot forth from the thunder- stricken
lord in the dim rugged glens of the mount (26), when he was smitten. A great part of huge earth
was scorched by the terrible vapour and melted as tin melts when heated by men’s art in
channelled (27) crucibles; or as iron, which is hardest of all things, is softened by glowing fire in

mountain glens and melts in the divine earth through the strength of Hephaestus (28). Even so,
then, the earth melted in the glow of the blazing fire. And in the bitterness of his anger Zeus cast
him into wide Tartarus.
lines 869-880
And from Typhoeus come boisterous winds which blow damply, except Notus and
Boreas and clear Zephyr. These are a god-sent kind, and a great blessing to men; but the others
blow fitfully upon the seas. Some rush upon the misty sea and work great havoc among men
with their evil, raging blasts; for varying with the season they blow, scattering ships and
destroying sailors. And men who meet these upon the sea have no help against the mischief.
Others again over the boundless, flowering earth spoil the fair fields of men who dwell below,
filling them with dust and cruel uproar.
lines 881-885
But when the blessed gods had finished their toil, and settled by force their struggle for
honours with the Titans, they pressed far-seeing Olympian Zeus to reign and to rule over them,
by Earths prompting. So he divided their dignities amongst them.
_______________________________

Plutarch, Isis and Osiris 370: Zoroastrianism dualism
Translation from Frank Cole Babbit, Plutarch: Moralia, volume 5 (Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1936), pp. 113-117 (public domain). Adapted from the transcription by Bill
Thayer at:
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Plutarch/Moralia/Isis_and_Osiris*/C.html.
(369 E-F) The great majority and the wisest of men hold this opinion: they believe that there are
two gods, rivals as it were, the one the Artificer of good and the other of evil. There are also
those who call the better one a god and the other a daemon, eas, for example, Zoroaster the sage,
who, they record, lived five thousand years before the time of the Trojan War. He called the one
Oromazes [Ahura Mazda] and the other Areimanius [Angra Mainyu]; and he further declared
that among all the things perceptible to the senses, Oromazes may best be compared to light, and
Areimanius, conversely, to darkness and ignorance, and midway between the two is Mithras: for
this reason the Persians give to Mithras the name of "Mediator". Zoroaster has also taught that
men should make votive offerings and thank-offerings to Oromazes, and averting and mourning
offerings to Areimanius. They pound up in a mortar a certain plant called omomi at the same
time invoking Hades and Darkness; then they mix it with the blood of a wolf that has been
sacrificed, and carry it out and cast it into a place where the sun never shines. fIn fact, they
believe that some of the plants belong to the good god and others to the evil daemon; so also of
the animals they think that dogs, fowls, and hedgehogs, for example, belong to the good god, but
that water-rats belong to the evil one; therefore the man who has killed the most of these they
hold to be fortunate.

(370 A-C) However, they also tell many fabulous stories about their gods, such, for example, as
the following: Oromazes, born from the purest light, and Areimanius, born from the darkness,
are constantly at war with each other; and Oromazes created six gods, the first of Good Thought,
the second of Truth, the third of Order, and, of the rest, one of Wisdom, one of Wealth, and one
the Artificer of Pleasure in what is Honourable. But Areimanius created rivals, as it were, equal
to these in number. Then Oromazes enlarged himself to thrice his former size, and removed
himself as far distant from the Sun as the Sun is distant from the Earth, and adorned the heavens
with stars. One star he set there before all others as a guardian and watchman, the Dog-star.
Twenty-four other gods he created and placed in an egg. But those created by Areimanius, who
were equal in number to the others, pierced through the egg and made their way inside; hence
evils are now combine with good. But a destined time shall come when it is decreed that
Areimanius, engaged in bringing on pestilence and famine, shall by these be utterly annihilated
and shall disappear; and then shall the earth become a level plain, and there shall be one manner
of life and one form of government for a blessed people who shall all speak one tongue.
Theopompus says that, according to the sages, one god is to overpower, and the other to be
overpowered, each in turn for the space of three thousand years, and afterward for another three
thousand years they shall fight and war, and the one shall undo the works of the other, cand
finally Hades shall pass away; then shall the people be happy, and neither shall they need to have
food nor shall they cast any shadow. And the god, who has contrived to bring about all these
things, shall then have quiet and shall repose for a time, no long time indeed, but for the god as
much as would be a moderate time for a man to sleep. Such, then, is the character of the
mythology of the sages.
_______________________________

1 Enoch, chapters 136 (Book 1)
Translation by R.H. Charles, The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1913). With modernizing of the English by Phil Harland (public domain)
Adapted from the transcription by Joshua Williams at:
http://www.ccel.org/c/charles/otpseudepig/enoch/ENOCH_1.HTM.
(1-5) Parable on the lot of the wicked and the righteous
1 (1) The words of the blessing of Enoch, by which he blessed the elect and righteous,
who will be (2) living in the day of tribulation, when all the wicked and godless are to be
removed. And he took up his parable and Enoch, a righteous man whose eyes were opened by
God and saw the vision of the Holy One in the heavens, which the angels showed me, and from
them I heard everything, and from them I understood as I saw, but not for this generation, but for
a remote one which is (3) to come. Concerning the elect I said, and took up my parable
concerning them: ‘The Holy Great One will come forth from His dwelling, (4) and the eternal
God will tread upon the earth, (even) on Mount Sinai, [and appear from His camp] and appear in
the strength of His might from the heaven of heavens. (5) And all will be smitten with fear and
the Watchers will quake, and great fear and trembling will seize them to the ends of the earth.
(6) And the high mountains will be shaken, and the high hills will be made low, and will melt

like wax before the flame (7) and the earth will be wholly rent in sunder, and all that is upon the
earth will perish, and there will be a judgement upon all (men). (8) But with the righteous He
will make peace. And will protect the elect, and mercy will be upon them. And they will all
belong to God, and they will be prospered, and they will all be blessed. And He will help them
all, and light will appear to them, and He will make peace with them. (9) And behold! He comes
with ten thousands of His holy ones to execute judgement upon all, and to destroy all the
ungodly. He comes to convict all flesh of all the works of their ungodliness which they have
ungodly committed, and of all the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.’
2 (1) Observe everything that takes place in the heaven, how they do not change their
orbits, and the luminaries which are in the heaven, how they all rise and set in order each in its
season, and (2) transgress not against their appointed order. Behold the earth, and give heed to
the things which take place upon it from first to last, how steadfast they are, how none of the
things upon earth (3) change, but all the works of God appear to you. Behold the summer and the
winter, how the whole earth is filled with water, and clouds and dew and rain lie upon it.
3 Observe and see how (in the winter) all the trees seem as though they had withered and
shed all their leaves, except fourteen trees, which do not lose their foliage but retain the old
foliage from two to three years till the new comes.
4 And again, observe the days of summer how the sun is above the earth over against it.
And you seek shade and shelter by reason of the heat of the sun, and the earth also burns with
growing heat, and so you cannot tread on the earth, or on a rock by reason of its heat.
5 (1) Observe how the trees cover themselves with green leaves and bear fruit: wherefore
give heed and know with regard to all His works, and recognize how He that lives for ever hath
made them so. (2) And all His works go on thus from year to year for ever, and all the tasks
which they accomplish for Him, and their tasks change not, but according as God hath ordained
so is it done. (3) And behold how the sea and the rivers in like manner accomplish and change
not their tasks from His commandments. (4) But you, you have not been steadfast, nor done the
commandments of the Lord, but you have turned away and spoken proud and hard words with
your impure mouths against His greatness. Oh, you hard-hearted, you will find no peace. (5)
Therefore will you execrate your days, and the years of your life will perish, and the years of
your destruction will be multiplied in eternal execration, and you will find no mercy. (6a) In
those days you will make your names an eternal execration to all the righteous, (6b) and by you
will all who curse, curse, and all the sinners and godless will imprecate by you, (7c) and for you
the godless there will be a curse. (6d) And all the . . . will rejoice, (6e) and there will be
forgiveness of sins, (6f) and every mercy and peace and forbearance: (6g) There will be salvation
to them, a goodly light. (6i) And for all of you sinners there will be no salvation, (6j) but on you
all will abide a curse. (7a) But for the elect there will be light and joy and peace, (7b) and they
will inherit the earth. (8) And then there will be bestowed upon the elect wisdom, and they will
all live and never again sin, either through ungodliness or through pride: But they who are wise
will be humble. (9) And they will not again transgress, nor will they sin all the days of their life,
nor will they die of (the divine) anger or wrath. But they will complete the number of the days
of their life. And their lives will be increased in peace, and the years of their joy will be
multiplied, in eternal gladness and peace, all the days of their life.

(6-11) Fall of the angels
6 (1) And it came to pass when the children of men had multiplied that in those days
were born to (2) them beautiful and comely daughters. And the angels, the children of the
heaven, saw and lusted after them, and said to one another: ‘Come, let us choose us wives from
among the children of men (3) and beget us children.’ And Semyaz, who was their leader, said to
them: ‘I fear you will not (4) indeed agree to do this deed, and I alone will have to pay the
penalty of a great sin.’ And they all answered him and said: ‘Let us all swear an oath, and all
bind ourselves by mutual imprecations (5) not to abandon this plan but to do this thing.’ Then
sware they all together and bound themselves (6) by mutual imprecations upon it. And they were
in all two hundred; who descended in the days of Jared on the summit of Mount Hermon, and
they called it Mount Hermon, because they had sworn (7) and bound themselves by mutual
imprecations upon it. And these are the names of their leaders: Samlazaz, their leader, Araklba,
Rameel, Kokablel, Tamlel, Ramlel, Danel, Ezeqeel, Baraqijal, (8) Asael, Armaros, Batarel,
Ananel, Zaqiel, Samsapeel, Satarel, Turel, Jomjael, Sariel. These are their chiefs of tens.
7 (1) And all the others together with them took to themselves wives, and each chose for
himself one, and they began to go in to them and to defile themselves with them, and they taught
them charms (2) and enchantments, and the cutting of roots, and made them acquainted with
plants. And they (3) became pregnant, and they bore great giants, whose height was three
hundred cubits: Who consumed (4) all the acquisitions of men. And when men could no longer
sustain them, the giants turned against (5) them and devoured mankind. And they began to sin
against birds, and beasts, and reptiles, and (6) fish, and to devour one another’s flesh, and drink
the blood. Then the earth laid accusation against the lawless ones.
8 (1) And Azazel taught men to make swords, and knives, and shields, and breastplates,
and made known to them the metals of the earth and the art of working them, and bracelets, and
ornaments, and the use of antimony, and the beautifying of the eyelids, and all kinds of costly
stones, and all (2) colouring tinctures. And there arose much godlessness, and they committed
fornication, and they (3) were led astray, and became corrupt in all their ways. Semyaz taught
enchantments, and root-cuttings, Armaros the resolving of enchantments, Baraqijal (taught)
astrology, Kokabel the constellations, Ezeqeel the knowledge of the clouds, Araqiel the signs of
the earth, Shamsiel the signs of the sun, and Sariel the course of the moon. And as men perished,
they cried, and their cry went up to heaven . . .
9 (1) And then Michael, Uriel, Raphael, and Gabriel looked down from heaven and saw
much blood being (2) shed upon the earth, and all lawlessness being done upon the earth. And
they said one to another: ‘The earth made without inhabitant cries the voice of their cryings up to
the gates of heaven. (3) And now to you, the holy ones of heaven, the souls of men make their
suit, saying, “Bring our cause (4) before the Most High.”’ And they said to the Lord of the ages:
‘Lord of lords, God of gods, King of kings, and God of the ages, the throne of Your glory
(standes) to all the generations of the (5) ages, and Your name holy and glorious and blessed to
all the ages! You have made all things, and you have power over all things: and all things are
naked and open in Your sight, and You see all (6) things, and nothing can hide itself from Thee.

You see what Azazel hath done, who hath taught all unrighteousness on earth and revealed the
eternal secrets which were (preserved) in heaven, which (7) men were striving to learn: And
Semyaz, to whom You have given authority to bear rule over his associates. And they have gone
to the daughters of men upon the earth, and have slept with the (9) women, and have defiled
themselves, and revealed to them all kinds of sins. And the women have (10)borne giants, and
the whole earth has thereby been filled with blood and unrighteousness. And now, behold, the
souls of those who have died are crying and making their suit to the gates of heaven, and their
lamentations have ascended: and cannot cease because of the lawless deeds which are (11) done
on the earth. And You knows all things before they come to pass, and You see these things and
You do suffer them, and You do not say to us what we are to do to them in regard to these.’
10 (1) Then said the Most High, the Holy and Great One spake, and sent Uriel to the son
of Lamech, (2) and said to him: ‘Go to Noah and tell him in my name “Hide yourself!” and
reveal to him the end that is approaching: that the whole earth will be destroyed, and a deluge is
about to come (3) upon the whole earth, and will destroy all that is on it. And now instruct him
that he may escape (4) and his seed may be preserved for all the generations of the world.’ And
again the Lord said to Raphael: ‘Bind Azazel hand and foot, and cast him into the darkness: and
make an opening (5) in the desert, which is in Dudael, and cast him therein. And place upon him
rough and jagged rocks, and cover him with darkness, and let him abide there for ever, and cover
his face that he may (6-7) not see light. And on the day of the great judgement he will be cast
into the fire. And heal the earth which the angels have corrupted, and proclaim the healing of the
earth, that they may heal the plague, and that all the children of men may not perish through all
the secret things that the (8) Watchers have disclosed and have taught their sons. And the whole
earth has been corrupted (9) through the works that were taught by Azazel: to him ascribe all
sin.’ And to Gabriel said the Lord: ‘Proceed against the bastards and the reprobates, and against
the children of fornication: and destroy [the children of fornication and] the children of the
Watchers from amongst men [and cause them to go forth]: send them one against the other that
they may destroy each other in (10) battle: for length of days will they not have. And no request
that they (i.e. their fathers) make of thee will be granted to their fathers on their behalf; for they
hope to live an eternal life, and (11) that each one of them will live five hundred years.’ And the
Lord said to Michael: ‘Go, bind Semyaz and his associates who have united themselves with
women so as to have defiled themselves (12) with them in all their uncleanness. And when their
sons have slain one another, and they have seen the destruction of their beloved ones, bind them
fast for seventy generations in the valleys of the earth, till the day of their judgement and of their
consummation, till the judgement that is (13) for ever and ever is consummated. In those days
they will be led off to the abyss of fire: and (14) to the torment and the prison in which they will
be confined for ever. And whosoever will be condemned and destroyed will from there forth be
bound together with them to the end of all (15) generations. And destroy all the spirits of the
reprobate and the children of the Watchers, because (16) they have wronged mankind. Destroy
all wrong from the face of the earth and let every evil work come to an end: and let the plant of
righteousness and truth appear: and it will prove a blessing; the works of righteousness and truth
will be planted in truth and joy for evermore. (17) And then will all the righteous escape, and
will live till they beget thousands of children and all the days of their youth and their old age will
they complete in peace.

(18) And then will the whole earth be tilled in righteousness, and will all be planted with trees
and (19) be full of blessing. And all desirable trees will be planted on it, and they will plant vines
on it: and the vine which they plant on it will yield wine in abundance, and as for all the seed
which is sown on it each measure (of it) will bear a thousand, and each measure of olives will
yield (20) ten presses of oil. And cleanse you the earth from all oppression, and from all
unrighteousness, and from all sin, and from all godlessness: and all the uncleanness that is done
upon the earth (21) destroy from off the earth. And all the children of men will become
righteous, and all nations (22) will offer adoration and will praise Me, and all will worship Me.
And the earth will be cleansed from all defilement, and from all sin, and from all punishment,
and from all torment, and I will never again send (them) upon it from generation to generation
and for ever.
11 (1) And in those days I will open the store chambers of blessing which are in the
heaven, so as to send (2) them down upon the earth over the work and labour of the children of
men. And truth and peace will be associated together throughout all the days of the world and
throughout all the generations of men.

(12-16) Dream vision: Enoch's intercession for the fallen angels
12 (1) Before these things Enoch was hidden, and no one of the children of men knew
where he was (2) hidden, and where he was, and what had become of him. And his activities had
to do with the Watchers, and his days were with the holy ones. (3) And I Enoch was blessing the
Lord of majesty and the King of the ages, and lo! the Watchers (4) called me -- Enoch the scribe
-- and said to me: ‘Enoch, you scribe of righteousness, go, declare to the Watchers of the heaven
who have left the high heaven, the holy eternal place, and have defiled themselves with women,
and have done as the children of earth do, and have taken to themselves (5) wives: “You have
done great destruction on the earth: And you will have no peace nor forgiveness (6) of sin: and
inasmuch as they delight themselves in their children, The murder of their beloved ones will they
see, and over the destruction of their children will they lament, and will make supplication to
eternity, but mercy and peace will you not attain.”’
13 (1) And Enoch went and said: ‘Azazel, you shalt have no peace: a severe sentence has
gone forth (2) against thee to put thee in bonds: And you shalt not have toleration nor request
granted to thee, because of the unrighteousness which you have taught, and because of all the
works of godlessness (3) and unrighteousness and sin which you have shown to men.’ Then I
went and spoke to them all (4) together, and they were all afraid, and fear and trembling seized
them. And they besought me to draw up a petition for them that they might find forgiveness, and
to read their petition in the presence (5) of the Lord of heaven. For from that time they could not
speak (with Him) nor lift up their (6) eyes to heaven for shame of their sins for which they had
been condemned. Then I wrote out their petition, and the prayer in regard to their spirits and their
deeds individually and in regard to their (7) requests that they should have forgiveness and
length. And I went off and sat down at the waters of Dan, in the land of Dan, to the south of the
west of Hermon: I read their petition till I fell (8) asleep. And behold a dream came to me, and
visions fell down upon me, and I saw visions of chastisement, and a voice came bidding (me) I to

tell it to the sons of heaven, and reprimand them. (9) And when I awaked, I came to them, and
they were all sitting gathered together, weeping in (10) 'Abelsjail, which is between Lebanon and
Seneser, with their faces covered. And I recounted before them all the visions which I had seen
in sleep, and I began to speak the words of righteousness, and to reprimand the heavenly
Watchers.
14 (1) The book of the words of righteousness, and of the reprimand of the eternal
Watchers in accordance (2) with the command of the Holy Great One in that vision. I saw in my
sleep what I will now say with a tongue of flesh and with the breath of my mouth: which the
Great One has given to men to (3) converse therewith and understand with the heart. As He has
created and given to man the power of understanding the word of wisdom, so hath He created me
also and given me the power of reprimanding (4) the Watchers, the children of heaven. I wrote
out your petition, and in my vision it appeared thus, that your petition will not be granted to you
throughout all the days of eternity, and that judgement (5) has been finally passed upon you:
(your petition) will not be granted to you. And from henceforth you will not ascend into heaven
to all eternity, and in bonds of the earth the decree (6) has gone forth to bind you for all the days
of the world. And (that) previously you will have seen the destruction of your beloved sons and
you will have no pleasure in them, but they will fall before (7) you by the sword. And your
petition on their behalf will not be granted, nor yet on your own: even though you weep and pray
and speak all the words contained in the writing which I have (8) written. And the vision was
shown to me thus: Behold, in the vision clouds invited me and a mist summoned me, and the
course of the stars and the lightnings sped and hastened me, and the winds in (9) the vision
caused me to fly and lifted me upward, and bore me into heaven. And I went in till I drew near to
a wall which is built of crystals and surrounded by tongues of fire: and it began to affright (10)
me. And I went into the tongues of fire and drew near to a large house which was built of
crystals: and the walls of the house were like a tesselated floor (made) of crystals, and its
groundwork was (11) of crystal. Its ceiling was like the path of the stars and the lightnings, and
between them were (12) fiery cherubim, and their heaven was (clear as) water. A flaming fire
surrounded the walls, and its (13) portals blazed with fire. And I entered into that house, and it
was hot as fire and cold as ice: there (14) were no delights of life therein: fear covered me, and
trembling got hold upon me. And as I quaked (15) and trembled, I fell upon my face. And I
beheld a vision, And lo! there was a second house, greater (1)6 than the former, and the entire
portal stood open before me, and it was built of flames of fire. And in every respect it so excelled
in splendour and magnificence and extent that I cannot describe to (17) you its splendour and its
extent. And its floor was of fire, and above it were lightnings and the path (18) of the stars, and
its ceiling also was flaming fire. And I looked and saw therein a lofty throne: its appearance was
as crystal, and the wheels thereof as the shining sun, and there was the vision of (19) cherubim.
And from underneath the throne came streams of flaming fire so that I could not look (20) at it.
And the Great Glory sat on it, and His raiment shone more brightly than the sun and (21) was
whiter than any snow. None of the angels could enter and could behold His face by reason (22)
of the magnificence and glory and no flesh could behold Him. The flaming fire was round about
Him, and a great fire stood before Him, and none around could draw near Him: ten thousand
times (23) ten thousand (stood) before Him, yet He needed no counselor. And the most holy ones
who were (24) near to Him did not leave by night nor depart from Him. And until then I had
been prostrate on my face, trembling: and the Lord called me with His own mouth, and said to

me: ‘ Come here, (25) Enoch, and hear my word.’ And one of the holy ones came to me and
waked me, and He made me rise up and approach the door: and I bowed my face downwards.
15 (1) And He answered and said to me, and I heard His voice: ‘Fear not, Enoch, you
righteous (2) man and scribe of righteousness: approach here and hear my voice. And go, say to
the Watchers of heaven, who have sent thee to intercede for them: “You should intercede” for
men, and not men (3) for you: Wherefore have you left the high, holy, and eternal heaven, and
lain with women, and defiled yourselves with the daughters of men and taken to yourselves
wives, and done like the children (4) of earth, and begotten giants (as your) sons? And though
you were holy, spiritual, living the eternal life, you have defiled yourselves with the blood of
women, and have begotten (children) with the blood of flesh, and, as the children of men, have
lusted after flesh and blood as those also do who die (5) and perish. Therefore have I given them
wives also that they might impregnate them, and beget (6) children by them, that thus nothing
might be wanting to them on earth. But you were formerly (7) spiritual, living the eternal life,
and immortal for all generations of the world. And therefore I have not appointed wives for you;
for as for the spiritual ones of the heaven, in heaven is their dwelling. (8) And now, the giants,
who are produced from the spirits and flesh, will be called evil spirits upon (9) the earth, and on
the earth will be their dwelling. Evil spirits have proceeded from their bodies; because they are
born from men and from the holy Watchers is their beginning and primal origin; (10) they will
be evil spirits on earth, and evil spirits will they be called. [As for the spirits of heaven, in heaven
will be their dwelling, but as for the spirits of the earth which were born upon the earth, on the
earth will be their dwelling.] And the spirits of the giants afflict, oppress, destroy, attack, do
battle, and work destruction on the earth, and cause trouble: they take no food, but nevertheless
(12) hunger and thirst, and cause offences. And these spirits will rise up against the children of
men and against the women, because they have proceeded from them.
16 (1) From the days of the slaughter and destruction and death of the giants, from the
souls of whose flesh the spirits, having gone forth, will destroy without incurring judgement.
Thus will they destroy until the day of the consummation, the great judgement in which the age
will be (2) consummated, over the Watchers and the godless will be wholly consummated.” And
now as to the watchers who have sent thee to intercede for them, who had been aforetime in
heaven, (say (3) to them): “You have been in heaven, but all the mysteries had not yet been
revealed to you, and you knew worthless ones, and these in the hardness of your hearts you have
made known to the women, and through these mysteries women and men work much evil on
earth.” (4) Say to them therefore: “You have no peace.”’

(17-36) Enoch's journeys
(17-20) First journey
17 (1) And they took and brought me to a place in which those who were there were like
flaming fire, (2) and, when they wished, they appeared as men. And they brought me to the place
of darkness, and to a mountain the point of whose summit reached to heaven. And I saw the
places of the luminaries and the treasuries of the stars and of the thunder and in the uttermost

depths, where were (4) a fiery bow and arrows and their quiver, and a fiery sword and all the
lightnings. And they took (5) me to the living waters, and to the fire of the west, which receives
every setting of the sun. And I came to a river of fire in which the fire flows like water and
discharges itself into the great sea towards (6) the west. I saw the great rivers and came to the
great river and to the great darkness, and went (7) to the place where no flesh walks. I saw the
mountains of the darkness of winter and the place (8) whence all the waters of the deep flow. I
saw the mouths of all the rivers of the earth and the mouth of the deep.
18 (1) I saw the treasuries of all the winds: I saw how He had furnished with them the
whole creation (2) and the firm foundations of the earth. And I saw the corner-stone of the earth:
I saw the four (3) winds which bear [the earth and] the firmament of the heaven. And I saw how
the winds stretch out the vaults of heaven, and have their station between heaven and earth: these
are the pillars (4) of the heaven. I saw the winds of heaven which turn and bring the
circumference of the sun and (5) all the stars to their setting. I saw the winds on the earth
carrying the clouds: I saw the paths (6) of the angels. I saw at the end of the earth the firmament
of the heaven above. And I proceeded and saw a place which burns day and night, where there
are seven mountains of magnificent stones, (7) three towards the east, and three towards the
south. And as for those towards the east, was of coloured stone, and one of pearl, and one of
jacinth, and those towards the south of red stone. (8) But the middle one reached to heaven like
the throne of God, of alabaster, and the summit of the (9-10)throne was of sapphire. And I saw a
flaming fire. And beyond these mountains is a region, the end of the great earth: there the
heavens were completed. And I saw a deep abyss, with columns of heavenly fire, and among
them I saw columns of fire fall, which were beyond measure alike towards (12) the height and
towards the depth. And beyond that abyss I saw a place which had no firmament of the heaven
above, and no firmly founded earth beneath it: there was no water upon it, and no (13) birds, but
it was a waste and horrible place. I saw there seven stars like great burning mountains, (14) and
to me, when I inquired regarding them, The angel said: ‘This place is the end of heaven and
earth: this has become a prison for the stars and the host of heaven. And the stars which roll over
the fire are they which have transgressed the commandment of the Lord in the beginning of (1)6
their rising, because they did not come forth at their appointed times. And He was wroth with
them, and bound them till the time when their guilt should be consummated (even) for ten
thousand years.’
19 (1) And Uriel said to me: ‘Here will stand the angels who have connected themselves
with women, and their spirits assuming many different forms are defiling mankind and will lead
them astray into sacrificing to demons as gods, (here will they stand,) till the day of the great
judgement in (2) which they will be judged till they are made an end of. And the women also of
the angels who (3) went astray will become sirens.’ And I, Enoch, alone saw the vision, the ends
of all things: and no man will see as I have seen.
20 (1-2) And these are the names of the holy angels who watch. Uriel, one of the holy
angels, who is (3) over the world and over Tartarus. Raphael, one of the holy angels, who is over
the spirits of men. (4-5) Raguel, one of the holy angels who takes vengeance on the world of the
luminaries. Michael, one (6) of the holy angels, to wit, he that is set over the best part of
mankind and over chaos. Saraqael, (7) one of the holy angels, who is set over the spirits, who sin

in the spirit. Gabriel, one of the holy (8) angels, who is over Paradise and the serpents and the
Cherubim. Remiel, one of the holy angels, whom God set over those who rise.

(21-36) Second journey
21 (1-2) And I proceeded to where things were chaotic. And I saw there something
horrible: I saw neither (3) a heaven above nor a firmly founded earth, but a place chaotic and
horrible. And there I saw (4) seven stars of the heaven bound together in it, like great mountains
and burning with fire. Then (5) I said: ‘For what sin are they bound, and on what account have
they been cast in here?’ Then said Uriel, one of the holy angels, who was with me, and was chief
over them, and said: ‘Enoch, why (6) do you ask, and why art you eager for the truth? These are
of the number of the stars of heaven, which have transgressed the commandment of the Lord,
and are bound here till ten thousand years, (7) the time entailed by their sins, are consummated.’
And from there I went to another place, which was still more horrible than the former, and I saw
a horrible thing: a great fire there which burnt and blazed, and the place was cleft as far as the
abyss, being full of great descending columns of (8) fire: neither its extent or magnitude could I
see, nor could I conjecture. Then I said: ‘How (9) fearful is the place and how terrible to look
upon!’ Then Uriel answered me, one of the holy angels who was with me, and said to me:
‘Enoch, why have you such fear and affright?’ And (10)I answered: ‘Because of this fearful
place, and because of the spectacle of the pain.’ And he said to me: ‘This place is the prison of
the angels, and here they will be imprisoned for ever.’
22 (1) And from there I went to another place, and he mountain [and] of hard rock. (2)
And there was in it four hollow places, deep and wide and very smooth. How smooth are the
hollow places and deep and dark to look at. (3) Then Raphael answered, one of the holy angels
who was with me, and said to me: ‘These hollow places have been created for this very purpose,
that the spirits of the souls of the dead should (4) assemble therein, so that all the souls of the
children of men should assemble here. And these places have been made to receive them till the
day of their judgement and till their appointed period [till the period appointed], till the great
judgement (comes) upon them.’ I saw (the spirit of) a dead man making suit, (5) and his voice
went forth to heaven and made suit. And I asked Raphael the angel who was (6) with me, and I
said to him: ‘This spirit which makes suit, whose is it, whose voice goes forth and makes suit to
heaven ?’ (7) And he answered me saying: ‘This is the spirit which went forth from Abel, whom
his brother Cain slew, and he makes his suit against him till his seed is destroyed from the face of
the earth, and his seed is annihilated from amongst the seed of men.’ (8) The I asked regarding it,
and regarding all the hollow places: ‘Why is one separated from the other?’ (9) And he answered
me and said to me: ‘These three have been made that the spirits of the dead might be separated.
And such a division has been make (for) the spirits of the righteous, in which there is the bright
spring of (10)water. And such has been made for sinners when they die and are buried in the
earth and judgement has not been executed on them in their (11) lifetime. Here their spirits will
be set apart in this great pain till the great day of judgement and punishment and torment of those
who curse for ever and retribution for their spirits. There (12) He will bind them for ever. And
such a division has been made for the spirits of those who make their suit, who make disclosures
concerning their destruction, when they were slain in the days (13) of the sinners. Such has been

made for the spirits of men who were not righteous but sinners, who were complete in
transgression, and of the transgressors they will be companions: but their spirits will not be slain
in the day of judgement nor will they be raised from there.’ (14) The I blessed the Lord of glory
and said: ‘Blessed be my Lord, the Lord of righteousness, who rules for ever.’
23 (1-2) From there I went to another place to the west of the ends of the earth. And I
saw a burning (3) fire which ran without resting, and paused not from its course day or night but
(ran) regularly. And (4) I asked saying: ‘What is this which rests not?’ Then Raguel, one of the
holy angels who was with me, answered me and said to me: ‘This course of fire which you have
seen is the fire in the west which persecutes all the luminaries of heaven.’
24 (1) And from there I went to another place of the earth, and he showed me a mountain
range of (2) fire which burnt day and night. And I went beyond it and saw seven magnificent
mountains all differing each from the other, and the stones (thereof) were magnificent and
beautiful, magnificent as a whole, of glorious appearance and fair exterior: three towards the
east, one founded on the other, and three towards the south, one upon the other, and deep rough
ravines, no one of which (3) joined with any other. And the seventh mountain was in the midst of
these, and it excelled them (4) in height, resembling the seat of a throne: and fragrant trees
encircled the throne. And amongst them was a tree such as I had never yet smelt, neither was any
amongst them nor were others like it: it had a fragrance beyond all fragrance, and its leaves and
blooms and wood wither not for ever: (5) and its fruit is beautiful, and its fruit n resembles the
dates of a palm. Then I said: ‘How beautiful is this tree, and fragrant, and its leaves are fair, and
its blooms very delightful in appearance.’ (6) Then answered Michael, one of the holy and
honoured angels who was with me, and was their leader.
25 (1) And he said to me: ‘Enoch, why do you ask me regarding the fragrance of the
tree, (2) and why do you wish to learn the truth?’ Then I answered him saying: ‘I wish to (3)
know about everything, but especially about this tree.’ And he answered saying: ‘This high
mountain which you have seen, whose summit is like the throne of God, is His throne, where the
Holy Great One, the Lord of Glory, the Eternal King, will sit, when He will come down to visit
(4) the earth with goodness. And as for this fragrant tree no mortal is permitted to touch it till the
great judgement, when He will take vengeance on all and bring (everything) to its consummation
(5) for ever. It will then be given to the righteous and holy. Its fruit will be for food to the elect: it
will be transplanted to the holy place, to the temple of the Lord, the Eternal King.6 Then will
they rejoice with joy and be glad,And into the holy place will they enter; and its fragrance will be
in their bones, and they will live a long life on earth, such as your fathers lived: And in their
days will no sorrow or plague or torment or calamity touch them.’(7) Then blessed I the God of
Glory, the Eternal King, who hath prepared such things for the righteous, and hath created them
and promised to give to them.
26 (1) And I went from there to the middle of the earth, and I saw a blessed place in
which there were (2) trees with branches abiding and blooming [of a dismembered tree]. And
there I saw a holy mountain, (3) and underneath the mountain to the east there was a stream and
it flowed towards the south. And I saw towards the east another mountain higher than this, and
between them a deep and narrow (4) ravine: in it also ran a stream underneath the mountain. And
to the west thereof there was another mountain, lower than the former and of small elevation, and

a ravine deep and dry between them: and another deep and dry ravine was at the extremities of
the three mountains. And all the ravines were deep and narrow, (being formed) of hard rock, and
trees were not planted upon (6) them. And I marveled at the rocks, and I marveled at the ravine,
yes, I marveled very much.
27 (1) Then said I: ‘For what object is this blessed land, which is entirely filled with
trees, and this (2) accursed valley between?’ Then Uriel, one of the holy angels who was with
me, answered and said: ‘This accursed valley is for those who are accursed for ever: Here will all
the accursed be gathered together who utter with their lips against the Lord unseemly words and
of His glory speak hard things. Here will they be gathered together, and here (3) will be their
place of judgement. In the last days there will be upon them the spectacle of righteous judgement
in the presence of the righteous for ever: here will the merciful bless the Lord of glory, the
Eternal King. (4) In the days of judgement over the former, they will bless Him for the mercy in
accordance with (5) which He has assigned them (their lot).’ Then I blessed the Lord of Glory
and set forth His glory and lauded Him gloriously.
28 (1) And from there I went towards the east, into the midst of the mountain range of
the desert, and (2) I saw a wilderness and it was solitary, full of trees and plants. And water
gushed forth from (3) above. Rushing like a copious watercourse [which flowed] towards the
north-west it caused clouds and dew to ascend on every side.
29 (1) And from there I went to another place in the desert, and approached to the east of
this mountain (2) range. And there I saw aromatic trees exhaling the fragrance of frankincense
and myrrh, and the trees also were similar to the almond tree.
30 (1-2) And beyond these, I went afar to the east, and I saw another place, a valley (full)
of water. And (3) therein there was a tree, the colour (?) of fragrant trees such as the mastic. And
on the sides of those valleys I saw fragrant cinnamon. And beyond these I proceeded to the east.
31 (1) And I saw other mountains, and amongst them were groves of trees, and there
flowed forth from (2) them nectar, which is named sarara and galbanum. And beyond these
mountains I saw another mountain to the east of the ends of the earth, whereon were aloe-trees,
and all the trees were full (3) of stacte, being like almond-trees. And when one burnt it, it smelt
sweeter than any fragrant odour.
32 (1) And after these fragrant odours, as I looked towards the north over the mountains
I saw seven mountains full of choice nard and fragrant trees and cinnamon and pepper. (2) And
from there I went over the summits of all these mountains, far towards the east of the earth, and
passed above the Erythraean sea and went far from it, and passed over the angel Zotiel. And I
came to the Garden of Righteousness, (3) I and from afar off trees more numerous than I these
trees and great-two trees there, very great, beautiful, and glorious, and magnificent, and the tree
of knowledge, whose holy fruit they eat and know great wisdom. (4) That tree is in height like
the fir, and its leaves are like (those of) the Carob tree: and its fruit (5) is like the clusters of the
vine, very beautiful: and the fragrance of the tree penetrates afar. Then (6) I said: ‘How beautiful
is the tree, and how attractive is its look!’ Then Raphael the holy angel, who was with me,
answered me and said: ‘This is the tree of wisdom, of which your father old (in years) and your

aged mother, who were before thee, have eaten, and they learnt wisdom and their eyes were
opened, and they knew that they were naked and they were driven out of the garden.’
33 (1) And from there I went to the ends of the earth and saw there great beasts, and each
differed from the other; and (I saw) birds also differing in appearance and beauty and voice, the
one differing from the other. And to the east of those beasts I saw the ends of the earth whereon
the heaven (2) rests, and the portals of the heaven open. And I saw how the stars of heaven come
forth, and (3) I counted the portals out of which they proceed, and wrote down all their outlets, of
each individual star by itself, according to their number and their names, their courses and their
positions, and their (4) times and their months, as Uriel the holy angel who was with me showed
me. He showed all things to me and wrote them down for me: also their names he wrote for me,
and their laws and their companies.
34 (1) And from there I went towards the north to the ends of the earth, and there I saw a
great and (2) glorious device at the ends of the whole earth. And here I saw three portals of
heaven open in the heaven: through each of them proceed north winds: when they blow there is
cold, hail, frost, (3) snow, dew, and rain. And out of one portal they blow for good: but when
they blow through the other two portals, it is with violence and affliction on the earth, and they
blow with violence.
35 (1) And from there I went towards the west to the ends of the earth, and saw there
three portals of the heaven open such as I had seen in the east, the same number of portals, and
the same number of outlets.
36 (1) And from there I went to the south to the ends of the earth, and saw there three
open portals (2) of the heaven: and from there there come dew, rain, and wind. And from there I
went to the east to the ends of the heaven, and saw here the three eastern portals of heaven open
and small portals (3) above them. Through each of these small portals pass the stars of heaven
and run their course to the west on the path which is shown to them. And as often as I saw I
blessed always the Lord of Glory, and I continued to bless the Lord of Glory who has done great
and glorious wonders, to show the greatness of His work to the angels and to spirits and to men,
that they might praise His work and all His creation: that they might see the work of His might
and praise the great work of His hands and bless Him for ever.
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Introduction to Apocalypticism (Ancient to Modern)

1. What is apocalypticism?
•

•
•

1) World‐view: Set of concepts and way of viewing reality
o Origin and characteristics
o The cosmic drama
2) Social grouping and collective behaviour (millenarian or millenial movements)
3) Type of literature (apocalypse as genre): Examples and characteristics of the genre; social
settings

2. Why study apocalypticism?

•
•
•
•
•

Apocalypticism’s varied significance:
Ancient Judaism and Christianity
History of western culture
Medieval: The case of Munster, the “New Jerusalem”
Modern world:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Religious movements
Mainline Christianity in the West: The case of American fundamentalism
“Radical” doomsday sects: The case of Heaven’s gate (Star Trek meets Revelation)
Other Christian movements: The case of the Jehovah’s Witnesses
Zionist and other modern Jewish messianic movements
Developing world: Cargo cults and the case of Jonfrum
Modern environmental and scientific movements
Popular culture

3. Our approach to the subject: Academic study of religion
-Characteristics: Religion as a cultural phenomenon; non-theological; non-normative; nonjudgmental; cross-culturally sensitive; interdisciplinary

__________

Origins of Ancient Apocalypticism: Antecedents and Influences

1. Ancient Near Eastern: Combat Mythology
-The Combat myth: Order vs. chaos
-Importance and characteristics
-Mesopotamian examples
-Sumeria (2000s BCE): Ninurta (young warrior god) vs. Azag
-Akkadian (1000s BCE): Ninurta vs. Zu (see handout)
-Babylonian: Marduk vs. Tiamat
-Canaanite and Israelite examples
-Ugaritic/Canaanite: Ba’al (warrior and storm god) vs. Yamm (sea) or Mot (death)
-Israelite: Yahweh vs. the chaos monster (Rahab/Leviathan)

-Psalms 74:12-17; 89:5-18; Job 40-41 (Yahweh’s rubber ducky)
-Isaiah 51:9-9-11: Slaughter of chaos as prototype for the future
-Significance of the combat myth for Jewish apocalypticism

2. Persian (Iran): Zoroastrianism
-Zoroaster and apocalypticism
-Problems in pin-pointing influences
-Key apocalyptic themes and plots
-Cosmic dualism: Discussion -- “Two primal spirits” (see handout)
-Periods of history and eschatology: “Limited time” and “the making wonderful”
-Saviour figures of the end times: Saoshyants (future benefactors)
-The final cosmic battle, the defeat of evil and the making wonderful
-Resurrection and judgement
-Significance for the Jewish apocalyptic worldview

3. Israelite/Jewish
-The Israelite prophetic and wisdom traditions
-Discussion: Proto-apocalypticism in Ezekiel 37-39 and Isaiah 24-27
-Central themes in the transition to apocalypticism
-Legacies: Use of Ezekiel by apocalpyticists into the present
__________

Daniel: “Historical” Apocalypse of Crisis

1. Introductory matters and historical context

•
•
•
•
•
•

The figure of Daniel
o Ancient Mesopotamian parallels and archetypes (Dan’el)
The stories (Dan. 1‐6) and the apocalyptic visions (chs. 7‐12)
Identity of the author(s): “The wise” in Daniel 11‐12
Genre: Characteristics of the genre of apocalypse
Daniel 7‐12 as “historical” apocalypse
Historical context: Hellenization, Antiochus IV Epiphanes and the Maccabean revolt (esp. 169‐
164 BCE)

2. Apocalyptic themes and world-view
•

The story of Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 2): Relation to the visions of the apocalypse (in
chs. 7‐12)

•
•

Wisdom, divination and apocalypticism: Deciphering divine plans for the future
The four kingdoms (Babylonian, Median, Persian, Greek) and the fifth (God’s)

•

Vision of the Heavenly Court (Dan. 7)

•
•

Heavenly/earthly correspondences in the apocalyptic world view
Key figures: Beast‐monsters (and the ancient combat myth); “Ancient of days” (and the throne
vision); “One like a human being/son of man” (cf. 4 Ezra 13; 1 Enoch 46, 62); “Holy ones”

•

Daniel’s apocalyptic end‐time scenario (Dan. 10‐12)

•
•

Resurrection and judgement (earliest biblical reference to general resurrection)
Function of Daniel’s apocalypse: Endurance and maintenance of covenant in a time of
persecution

3. Relations, significance and legacy
•
•
•

Relations within ancient Judaism
Influences on early Christianity
Legacies in the history of western culture: The cases of Thomas Muntzer (1524‐25) and post‐
WW II America

__________

Enoch and Otherworldly Journeys

1. Introductory matters and historical context

•
•
•

The figure of Enoch: Genesis 5:21‐24; Enoch, Enmeduranki and divination; Enoch’s development
in other literature
Sequence of the books in 1 Enoch:

•
•

Pre‐Maccabean (c. 225‐200 BCE): Book of Watchers (1‐36); Astronomical Book (72‐82);
Apocalypse of Weeks (93:1‐10 + 91:11‐17); Epistle of Enoch (91‐107)
Maccabean era (c. 160s BCE): Animal Apocalypse (85‐91)
First century CE: Similitudes (37‐71)

•

Genre issues: Cosmic (other‐worldly) journey apocalypses

2. Apocalyptic themes and world-view
The Book of Watchers (1 Enoch 1-36): Ancient stories and end-time scenarios
•

Enoch’s development of the story of the fall of angels in Genesis 6:1‐4 (1‐16)

•
•

Paradigm for the origin of sin and evil
Prototype for the judgement of the wicked at the end times

•
•

Throne visions in apocalyptic literature (1 Enoch 14:8‐25)
Enoch’s cosmic journeys (17‐36): Angels as tour guides

Astronomical Book (72-82): Secrets of the workings of the universe
Apocalypse of weeks (93:1-10 + 91:11-17): Periods of history from the apocalyptic perspective
Animal Apocalypse (85-91): Apocalyptic imagery and contemporary events
Similitudes (37-71): The destinies of the righteous and of the wicked
•
•
•
•

Coming judgement of the wicked
The identity and significance of the “son of man” figure (esp. chs. 46, 48)
Social dimensions of judgement: Kings and the wealthy as “wicked”
Resurrection and the destiny of the righteous (esp. chs. 51, 58)

3. Relations, significance and legacy
•

Ancient Judaism (popularity of Enoch literature) and Christianity (Son of Man)
__________

The Dead Sea Scrolls: An Apocalyptic Movement at Qumran

1. Introductory matters and historical context
•

Unity and diversity in Second‐Temple Judaism (c. 538 BCE‐70 CE)

•
•
•

Unity: Monotheism, Election/Land, Covenant/Law, Temple/cult
Diversity: Parties within Judaism (Sadducees, Pharisees, Essenes, etc.)
Dead Sea sect as Essenes?

•

History of the Qumran community:
o Penitential movement before Qumran (Teacher of Righteousness and Wicked Priest)
(starting c. 190s BCE?)
o Phases at Qumran: Founding and early history (c. 140‐100 BCE); Growth and
development (c. 100‐31 BCE); Rebuilding to the end of the movement (30 BCE‐ 68 CE)

•

Central characteristics and concerns of the community: Community Rule as a window

•

Covenant, Torah (law) and purity ‐‐ Techniques of biblical interpretation: Applying the bible to
the life of the community
Alternative to current temple cult
Apocalypticism and the end of days

•
•

2. Discussion of Apocalyptic themes and worldviews
A. Community Rule (1QS)
•

The Two Spirits (1 QS 3‐4): Dualism and predeterminism

•

Periods of history and the end of days:

•
•
•

Present evil age: “dominion of Belial” (background on the history of Satan)
Ongoing struggle / battle
God’s ultimate eternal kingdom (and the new temple?)

B. 11Q Melchizedek
•

Final days: End‐time figures

•
•
•

Two anointed ones?: 1) King (David) / warrior figure; 2) Priestly (Aaron) figure
Figure of Melchizedek (11QMelchizedek); “Son of God” warrior; “Branch of David”
Figure of prince Michael (cf. Daniel)

•

Messianic banquet

C. War Scroll (1QM)
•
•

Final battle of the sons of light and sons of darkness, of Michael and Belial
Human participation in the battle

3. Relations, significance and legacy
•
•
•
•
•

Relations within Judaism
Relation to Christianity
Apocalyptic or millenarian movement
Shared concepts: Dualism, eschatology, messianic ideas
Legacy: Dead Sea Scrolls and the popular imagination

____________________

The Destruction of the Temple in 70 CE and Apocalyptic Responses I: The Case
of 4 Ezra (= 2 Esdras)
1. Introductory matters and historical context
•
•

•

Roman rule in Israel and the Jewish war of 66‐70 CE
Jewish responses to the destruction of the Temple
o Common interpretation: Punishment for Israel’s sin
o Rabbinic Judaism: From Temple to Torah
o Christianity: Spiritualizing the Temple
Apocalyptic writers: 2 Baruch, Apocalypse of Abraham, John’s Apocalypse

2. Apocalyptic themes and worldview
•

Introduction to 4 Ezra
o Central issue of theodicy ‐ God’s promises and apparent failings

•

Dialogues: Ezra, sceptical advocate of humanity and reluctant apocalyptic visionary
o Dialogue 1 (3:1‐5:20): Is Babylon (= Rome) better than Israel?
o Dialogue 2 (5:21‐6:34): Do you really hate your people?
 The two ages and the description of the “new age”
o Dialogue 3 (6:35‐9:25): Why do the wicked so outnumber the righteous?




Ezra as advocate for humanity (the “wicked”): Questioning a central aspect of
the apocalyptic worldview
Ezra’s particular apocalyptic scenario

•

Visions: Ezra’s “conversion”
o Vision 1 (9:26‐10:59): Woman (Zion) mourning for her son – Ezra’s turning point
o Vision 2 (11:1‐12:51): The Eagle (Roman empire) and the lion (Messiah)
 Influence of Daniel’s visions
o Vision 3 (13:1‐58): The Man from the sea
o Epilogue (14:1‐48): Ezra as the new Moses
 The books (secret and otherwise): Ezra and the Law

•

Function of 4 Ezra: Venting; Consoling; Warning

3.Relations, significance and legacy
__________

Apocalypticism in early Christianity: Jesus and Paul

1. Introductory matters and historical context
•
•

Christianity as an apocalyptic movement within Judaism
Jesus and his context: Messianic and prophetic figures in first century Palestine

2. Apocalypticism associated with Jesus
•

The historical Jesus and scholarship: Christ of faith vs. historical Jesus

•

Apocalyptic themes associated with Jesus
o Revelation and the mysteries of God (cf. Lk 10:21, 23; Mk 4:11)
o Jesus’ time as the end‐time (Lk 12:54‐56; Mk 9:1)
 Cosmic conflict with evil/Satan (cf. Lk 12:51‐53; Lk 16:16; Lk 10:18; Lk 11:20; Mk
3:27 [exorcisms])
o General resurrection (cf. Mk 12:18‐27; Lk 11:31‐32)
o Final judgement (cf. Mk 4:2‐9 and 4:26‐29; Mt 13:24‐30 [harvest symbolism])
o The future “kingdom of God” and restoration of Israel (cf. Mk 14:25; Lk 13:29 [Messianic
banquet imagery]; cf. Lk 22:28‐30//Mt 19:27‐29; Lk 13:28‐29 [ restoration of Israel)

•

Discussion of Mark 13 (and parallels): The “little apocalypse”

3. Paul’s apocalyptic worldview
•

From Jesus to Paul: The messenger becomes the message

•

Apocalyptic themes and scenarios in Paul’s letters
o Revelation and “mysteries”: Paul’s visionary experience (2 Cor 12:1‐10)
o Discussion of 1 Thessalonians 4:13‐5:11: Dualism
o Paul’s apocalyptic scenario: Two ages and Christ as transition
 Present evil age
 The end of the age and general resurrection
 Jesus as the promised end‐time Messiah (first and second visits)
 The first and last Adams: Christ as the “first fruits” (1 Cor 15:20‐26)
 Judgment
 Future age: “New creation”

4. Relations, significance, legacy
_________

The Destruction of the Temple in 70 CE and Apocalyptic Responses II: The
Case of John’s Apocalypse

1. Introductory matters and historical context
•
•

Apocalyptic genre: Historical apocalypse with a heavenly vision
Historical context:
o Another response to the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE (Babylon = Rome)
o Authorship and addressees
o The situation in Asia Minor
 Revising the traditional view of persecution
 Social and religious life in the seven cities of Asia Minor: Imperial cults

2. Apocalyptic themes and worldview
•

Vision of the one like a Son of Man and the messages to the churches (chs. 1‐3)
o Heavy influence of Daniel’s apocalypse

•

Vision of the throne and heavenly worship (chs. 4‐11)
o Jesus as the (wrathful) Lamb
o Beginning of the end: The scroll with the seven seals ‐ six opened
o The twelve tribes of Israel (144,000) worship God and the Lamb
o Sevens: The seventh seal and the six of seven trumpets/disasters

•

Combat: Vision of Signs (chs. 12‐18)
o The woman giving birth, the great dragon and the cosmic battle (ch. 12)
o Visions of the beasts and of Babylon the whore: Rome as the end‐time evil world order
in apocalyptic literature (cf. Sib.Or. 3:350‐380; 4 Ezra 11)
 Religious critique of Rome (ch. 13): The beasts and worship of the emperor
 Economic critique of Rome (chs. 17‐18): Fall of Babylon and lamentations

•

Judgment: Vision of Satan’s end and the victory of the righteous (chs. 19‐20)
o Jesus as king, judge, and cosmic warrior (19:11‐16)
o End‐time banquet: “to eat the flesh of kings...and the flesh of all men” (19:17‐21)
o Thousand year reign (millenium) with Christ and the final defeat of Satan

•

New Heaven and new earth: Vision of the New Jerusalem (chs. 21‐22)

•

Function of John’s Apocalypse: Consoling, warning

3. Relations, significance, legacy
__________

Legacies 1: Apocalypticism c. 3001800 CE

1. Allegorizing the apocalypse (late Roman era)
•
•
•

Spiritual battles among early monks: The case of St. Anthony (c. 250‐356 CE)
Christianization of the Roman empire: What about Babylon the whore?
Eusebius’ view of Constantine’s empire: God’s final kingdom

•
•

Allegorizing and defusing apocalypticism
o The case of Augustine (354‐430 CE): “City of God” is here and now
Canonization of the Apocalypse and councils

2. Realizing the apocalypse (medieval to early modern)
•

•

Medieval era:
o Background to the figure of Antichrist in the middle ages
o Mysticism: The case of Hildegard of Bingen (1100s)
o The Crusades (1097‐1270): Claiming the New Jerusalem
o Resurgence of apocalypticism: Joachim of Fiore (c. 1135‐1202) and the three ages
o Influences: Spiritual Franciscans (1200s) and the Age of the Spirit
Early modern era:
o Reformations: The case of Münster city, “New Jerusalem” (1533‐35) (Discussion)
o England, Old and New: Legacies for American apocalypticism
o Reading contemporary history through apocalyptic eyes: The case of George Joye
(Discussion)
o Revolution and apocalypticism: Movements of the 1600s
o Puritan America as the “New Jerusalem”
o Continuing importance in relation to politics
o Pre‐millenialist and post‐millenialist strands
o Enlightenment background

3. Visualizing the apocalypse
•

Woodcuts by Albrecht Dürer (1500s)

__________

Legacies 2: Apocalypticism from c. 18001914

1. Influential figures and movements of the nineteenth century
•

Outside the mainstream:
o Joseph Smith (1805‐1844) and the Latter Day Saints (Mormons)
o William Miller (1782‐1849) and the Millerites (or “adventists”): Calculating the end
(1844)
o Ellen White (1827‐1915) and the Seventh Day Adventists
o Charles Taze Russell (1852‐1916) and Jehovah’s Witnesses (1914 end)
 Joseph Rutherford: “Millions now living will never die” (1925 end)
 New slogan: “Stay alive til ‘75”

•

Into the mainstream:
o British premillenialism and its legacies for American Fundamentalism
o John Nelson Darby (1800‐1882) and “Premillenial dispensationalism”
o Doctrine of the Rapture

o
•

Rise of Fundamentalism in the USA and the influence of Darby

Children of Peace in Toronto: Rebuilding Solomon’s Temple for the New Jerusalem (1812‐1889)

2. Christian Missions and Colonialism
•

China: The case of the Taiping ("Heavenly Kingdom") rebellion (1850‐1868)
o Hung Hsiu‐ch’uan (1814‐1864), founder and leader
o Establishing a movement: God Worshippers Society (from 1844)
o Summary of rebellion
o Discussion of "The Heavenly Chronicle"

•

Latin America: The case of Antonio Conselheiro and Canudos (Brazil), “New Jerusalem” (1893‐
1897)

3. New ideologies: The case of Marxism (discussion)
__________

Legacies 3: Apocalypticism from 19142000

1. Mainstream: Fundamentalist apocalypticism and events of the twentieth century
•
•

Rise of Fundamentalism (and decline of Liberalism) in Post WW II period
Popularity of apocalypticism in American Fundamentalist Christianity: Christ’s literal second
coming as one of the fundamentals

•

Assembling the pieces of the “prophetic puzzle”: Hal Lindsey as a case study
o Lindsey’s approach to biblical prophecy
o Apocalyptic scenario and key events:
o Pointing to Israel’s key role: “this generation will not pass away”
o Identifying the Satanic end‐time powers: Cold War and American anti‐communism
o Nuclear war at the centre of Armageddon
o Finding the Antichrist, the “future Fuehrer”: Revival of the Roman empire
o “Ultimate Trip”: Christ’s second coming and the function of the apocalyptic message

2. Margins: Apocalyptic thinkers and movements
•

Jehovah’s Witnesses

•

Apocalypticism turns to violent action
o Jonestown
o David Koresh and the Branch Davidians at Waco, Texas
o Order of the Solar Temple in Quebec and Switzerland
o Aum Shinri Kyo in Japan
o Heaven’s Gate in California: The Day the Earth Stood Still (again)

3. Secular apocalypse: Popular culture and the media in the late twentieth and twenty-first
centuries
•
•
•
•
•

Apocalyptic themes in movies and television: Nuclear and viral apocalypse
Science and environmental apocalypse: Humanity as destroyer and/or potential saviour of the
world
New invisible menaces: Viruses (biological and technological) and the apocalypse
Ebola; West Nile (talk about up to date)
Y2K and the media: The end is near (...or at least a computer crash)!!!!
o Building “bomb‐shelters” again?

